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Rabbi Zvi Zobin, xvyow, aformer student of our Y eshiva, iswell known to me as a genuine on
M M1 Sya who is an outstanding pedagogue and NN amn.

The sefer is designed to show the student how he can relate to the X and organise his underst:
ono. Certainly, a person will enjoy learning x71n) and make the most progress when he "livesin
appreciating the redlity of its arguments.

While | am not familiar with modern methods of teaching x93, anything which enhances the unc

n7n and leads to clarity in basic vws isto be praised and will open the avenues to more advance
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With warmest personal good wishes
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Rav Zvi Zobin nvow presented before me his work "Breakthrough to the First Levels' designe
the mastering of texural analysis and to aid teachers in effectively giving it over.

It istextural analysis which is the sine qua non of conceptual analysis (commonly known as "pshi
of true nMnn 7M) and yet so neglected in to-days gemmorah education curriculum.

Rav Zobin, 85w, who is himself arecognized authority and consultant in gemorrah education,
realy require my nnoon, however, | would like to express how impressed | was with hiswork b
of methodology and comprehensiveness. | am certain that it will make a significant contribution 1

Torah world.
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3 INTRODUCTION

Thiswork is directed to the most basic level of Gemora - understanding and appreciating the acti
the Tannaim and Amoraim. By virtue of being the most basic level, it is also the most critical. If ¢
wishes to interpret part of a map, he must first grasp the layout of the entire map.

After arriving in America, Rav Yaakov Kaminetzky 57st's first post was at the Torah VoDass
Brooklyn, New Y ork. People attending his shiurim were disappointed by their apparent low le
seemed to comprise little more than discussion of basic peshot. "Is this the famous Rabbi Kam
whose fame reached us even when he was till in Europe?' people asked.

One day, Rav Kaminetzky delivered an amazing shiur in which he culled chidushim from all ove
Poskim.

"Ah!" people thought, "This is what we have been waiting for!" After the Shiur, Rav Kaminetzk
to histamidim. "l am sorry that | could not give my usual shiur, but last night | went to achas
did not get home until late and | was not able to prepare for theit. Tomorrow | hope that | will
give shiur asusua." (Story confirmed by his son, Rav Nosson Kaminetsky x7vov.)
Newcomers to Rav Nochum Perzovitz 57st's world-famous shiur in the Mir Y eshivain Jerusalen
surprised by their apparent simplicity.

| once asked Rav Zvi Kushalevsky nvvow  (Rosh Yeshiva, Haichal HaTorah, Jerusalem) if h
particular 797 in histeaching. He replied that he insisted that histalmidim should know the k



of the Gemora and main Commentaries absolutely clearly.

4 There are two aspects to attaining clarity at the basic level. Firstly, you must appreciate the re
force of each stage of the argument. Secondly, you must understand the flow of the sugya and hc
follows logically from the previous stage. Then, after you have worked out the complete flow of
must be able to retain the construction of the sugyain your mind as an entire unit.

For the first aspect, | have given examples of common terms, showing how these terms would be
everday argument. Y ou should try to isolate other standard terms and think of your own example
how they are incorporated into a discussion.

For the second aspect, | have given selections of two methods for graphically displaying an entire
method is known as a structured walkthrough, which shows the spatial relationship between part
sugya. The other is known as a flowchart, which shows the effect of each part of the sugya on th
Devising a method for retaining the entirety of a sugyain your mind is an intensely personal matt
be clear to one person can be completely baffling to another. Y ou must work out which method \
suitable for you. Some people are fascinated by flowcharts. Other people are dismayed by them.
write a synopsis of the sugya, others make flash-cards with an outline of the sugya or ajust a seq
words. Others like a simple classified chart. Some people like to build- up collections of informai
them on filecards.

Once the basics of the sugya are clear and they are impressed upon the mind, learning through m
becomes stimulating and enjoyable. 5 HOW TO USE THE BOOK

This book is designed to be used as a reference book. When you encounter one of the standard t
the everyday example given in the third part. Then find an example from a Gemorain the fourth
the term is used in the Gemora; note it's role in the progression of the Gemora's discussion.
The first part of the book comprises a discussion of the basic level of making a"lainess’, distingu
between the literal trandation of the text and its idiomatic meaning.
The second part of the book comprises a discussion of the primary stages of understanding Gem:
are guidelines to standard formats of charts. The making of notes and charts are an invaluable aic
clarity and to maintaining an alert attitude to learning. As afamous Rosh Y eshiva said,
Let your pen () be your friend 92N 1o Mp
The third part comprises adictionary of standard words and phrases, illustrated by examplesin e
conversation. They will help you to relate to the discussions of the Gemra as real- life arguments
can become involved and participate.
The fourth part comprises a selection of small sugyas for you to practise on.
| have deliberately kept the everyday examples of the second and third parts in a standard format
it might make reading through the whole part in one session both boring and confusing. Using a:
format helps you to compare and contrast similar terms, so that you can define clearly the power
6 Aswith all "mechanical" help to learning Gemora, whether they are books, tapes or computer
this book cannot replace the rebbi-talmid relationship which is the basis of the Oral Law. These e
can often provide valuable supplements, but the role of the rebbi goes beyond the smple transfer
information.
When Rabbi Boruch Ber Leibowitz first returned to his home town of Slutsk after learning by R
in Brisk, some of hisneighbours tried to convince him that the long and arduous return journe
was awaste of time. "We have a Bais haM edrash here, stocked with the finest seforim.” they arg
do not need to go back to Rabbi Chaim. Y ou can get all the svoras you need from the seforim h
Boruch Ber was not convinced, but till, their arguments hit home. When he returned to Brisk, |
Chaim where lay the fallacy of their reasoning. Reb Chaim replied that to an extent they were col
think of asvorah and then seeit in aKetzos, you know that itis good. What they do not reali
can have a svorah and not see it in a sefer - then you need the rebbi to tell if it is correct or inco
guide you and train you." (Heard from Rabbi Rafoel Lopin x7vovw)
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7 When you first begin to ook into the text, keep in 95 7mavnna own 7y nonna mind tr
of thosein the discussion, both  Tnx YNwn TAR ©12717H TNN the one who is asking and the
answering, ©n»127T Yowy Yow YHya onv vwnin are dl intelligent people who weigh each word wi
...... 1212 NMoNa wisdom and understanding.

First, happily read aloud the entire text two or three N 0»y9 2125 NNNYa XIPN MYRIatimes. T
text moreintensively and try to 72 9nx D7 91pa pwon nwow grasp it's plain meaning. Then rei
again NP avN NN PYINYPYY N and try to see the implications of what hasbeen  ywon
ywaa vinnwritten. Thefirst level is called smple meaning 99910 YN TV PIYY MNM
second level is called insight. Expertsin MM 0NN DTN NINN WD the science of logic ce
meaning the NIPI VM LY NI PYRIN introduction and the insight they refer to as the
NONDN YY) JNINNTCONSEqUENCE. NN PYTO NNTPN LY NP

The straightforward way isto first to understand as 1 92 yynw XN AW T37M Much as yol
yourself. Then see whether or not  xan 75 9NN NN Pans 9onw the way you understand it &

way itis  1mIanw Nn DX XY D) IR PON explained by the Commentator N DY 01
ND DN W9V

When you first start to look into the text, firstly, 97 M2YY 79 v TINY NHNN2 go over the entil
understand what the PPNYY NI NYTH NoN genera ideais all about. Then go over it
MNN T2 NN 995 737 NN look into every detail to see how it fitsinto the  nynn VIR VIS Y
mxangenera picture. Then, when you understand the overall = 5550 Num NMN WPV Wpn
over the text again and see if you agree with oy 1 75 3NNy Turd Dy P al of it.
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